Future Internet Public Private Partnership
Workshops with R&D centres, 8 January 2010, Brussels

Summary of discussions

A) Objectives of the meeting

The Future Internet PPP was presented to the invited participants. The objective of the meeting was to involve the R&D centres in the preparation of the PPP calls, in complement to the preparatory work currently carried out by a group of industries. Detailed presentations of the PPP and of the preparatory milestones have been introduced by DG INFSO services. 

B) Operational conclusions 

i) Industry group to submit by the 15 of Jaunary a public version of the industry preparatory document outlining the industrial input to the work programme and the proposed technological approach; 

ii) Research centres are invited to complement this paper with contribution on their views and on where they would see themselves positioned in the initiative (e.g. through mapping with previous relevant research activities..). It is outlined that the objective is not to develop competing position papers (one from industry, one from research centres), but rather to "enrich" the industrial work proposal through interest and work of the research centres. 
iii) Several participants have offered to make an attempt to consolidate these various inputs. These are: UPM, IRST Trento, Uni Vienna, ERCIM, FTW, I2CAT, MIT Portugal. 

iv) a second meeting will be organised in Brussels (same place) on 4th of February to review the inputs and their consolidated versions. This meeting is confirmed.  

v) Subsequent work in February will have the objective at coming up with a "position paper" that could be presented at the Open Day that the Commission will organise early March (most probably 12 march). 

C) Summary of positions expressed

The views expressed by the invited R&D centres confirmed their high interest in the FI- PPP initiative and in particular in the drive towards innovation. This interest was expressed from several points of view: 
i) The possibility to piggyback on earlier/running work under the ICT programme (Sensei, Artist 4G..) or outside (e.g. work on smart processing/context awareness in Poland, Theseus initiative in Germany, relevant work in Amsterdam…); 
ii) The diversity of considered use cases, possibly including in a more visible manner digital content delivery; tourism, or manufacturing;

iii) The interest for dedicated sectors like mobility, energy;

iv) The possibility, contrary to traditional research work, to move towards large scale demos/tesbeds and to involve industrial segments other than the traditional ICT actors;
v) The possibility to leverage existing regional investments and infrastructures; 

vi)  the possibility to develop a holistic approach towards integration of different technologies addressed in different research contexts, like "things", content, networks, services, ot address research all along the value chain, and to add value to infrastructures whilst possibly leveraging pre existing experience with third countries (Canada and Korea mentioned); 
vii) the possibility to link the activity with standardisation work and to downstream socio-economic and legal/regulatory issues related to deployment/take up; 

viii) the relevance to the context of user driven "smart city" application scenarios.
ix) the opportunity to capitalise on industrial European successful sectors like wireless coms. 

From a pure technological perspective, the participants expressed interest on different elements of the technological value chain (networks, services, green ICT, security addressed "from the onset"..) as a function of their core expertise. 
D) Summary of issues raised
During the discussion and following a presentation of the work currently being developed by the FI-PPP industry group, a number of points were raised as requesting careful consideration when addressing further the detailed PPP implementation: 
i) on the "common enablers", diverse views were expressed as to the possibility to identify common enablers that would fit the requirements of a large spectrum of use cases. This requires solid investigations; 

ii) Transversality is seen as a big challenge, as it brings together several business models that are currently separate. This raises in turn the question of "who is the customer"; 

iii); Size and manageability of projects are seen as important issues. On the basis of similar initiatives, it is indicated that a very efficient management structure needs to be designed for such an initiative. This is also related to the fact that it is considered as more practical to implement such an initiative through projects of "manageable" size, hence reinforcing the need for co-ordination across these projects. The right balance between the horizontal issues (technology) and the vertical issues (use cases) is also indicated as an important matter. 

iv) Similarly, integration activities across a large numbers of use cases (up scaling) need to be carefully considered in view of the possible rapidly growing complexity. 
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